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Of course, the press coverage of the Conference has often
focussed on other matters - and particularly the ‘call’ on
Human Dignity and the various statements issued by various
groups. Please don’t believe all the headlines you may have
seen or heard. Many of them do not reflect the reality of what
we have experienced during our time at the Conference. We
encourage you to read both Archbishop Justin’s letter and his
address during the session on Human Dignity. Links to both of
these can be found at the end of this letter.
We deeply regret that Bishops and their spouses from Nigeria,
Rwanda and Uganda were not with us, having followed the
call by their Archbishops to boycott the Conference.
It is also painfully disappointing that the impression given by
the media was that we were spending large amounts of our
time discussing same sex relations and passing judgement on
our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. This simply was not
the case. For one session (part of an afternoon), we discussed
the call on ‘human dignity’ within our small groups with whom
we had already spent much time studying the Scriptures.
Nonetheless, we are deeply conscious of the hurt and upset
that some have felt, and we very much want to affirm and
celebrate the gift of LGBTQI+ people in and for the church.
God’s love embraces all.

Bishop Guli and our three Area Bishops have written to clergy
and licensed lay ministers across Chelmsford Diocese following
the Lambeth Conference. Their letter reads as follows:
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
We have just returned from an extraordinary, intense and
moving Lambeth Conference, in which we gathered with
bishops from across the Anglican Communion to discuss and
pray for many of the most profound issues affecting the world
and the church. The theme of ‘God’s Church for God’s World’
directed our thoughts and attention away from the internal
divisions and disagreements of the church and towards a
world that is in desperate need of the healing balm of the
Gospel.

In a wide-ranging ‘call’ that summoned action on global
poverty, sustainable development and prejudice (including
homophobia), it was acknowledged that, while many
Provinces continue to affirm that same-sex marriage is not
permissible, other Provinces have blessed and welcomed
same-sex union/marriage after careful theological reflection
and a process of reception. The ‘call’ made clear that, as
Bishops in the Anglican Communion, we remain committed
to listening and walking together to the maximum possible
degree, despite our deep disagreements on these issues.
A great deal of pressure was put upon the Archbishop of
Canterbury (largely from voices outside the Conference) to
take punitive action against Provinces which have authorised
same-sex unions. But Archbishop Justin stated very forcibly,
‘I neither have, nor do I seek, the authority to discipline or
exclude a church of the Anglican Communion. I will not do so.’

Within the context of prayer, worship and bible study, we
discussed a wide range of issues. Perhaps the theme to
which we gave the greatest attention was the urgent and
catastrophic issue of climate change. We heard from Bishops
whose islands in the Pacific are sinking under rising sea levels
and others experiencing severe weather events, including
drought, floods and fires. Member churches of the Anglican
Communion have a unique perspective on this issue as our
‘call’ pointed out:
• We are the people facing devastation in disaster-stricken
communities.
• We are all the polluters, especially in wealthy countries.
• We are people living in poverty and on the margins.
• We wield power and political influence.
• We are experiencing loss and damage of our land,
homes and livelihoods.
• We are investors with financial capital.
• We are first-responders to disasters and those who
accompany communities on the journey of recovery and
resilience.
T H E P I L G R I M September - November 2022

The end result is that, in the words of the Bishop of
Monmouth, ‘we can all go home feeling that we are bound
together with something stronger than our context, our
experience, our views and opinions, our reading of scripture.
We are held together in the love of Christ, and we have to
honour the fact that we are working in massively different
contexts’. We are possibly more united as an Anglican
Communion, despite our deep disagreements, than we have
been for some time.
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We appreciate that there will be many for whom this does not
go far enough. Many will have wanted to see something more
decisive. However, it is worth remembering that the Lambeth
Conference is not a decision making body, and that the only
Statements made by the Conference were in solidarity with
troubled Provinces across the Anglican Communion whose
situations we continue to hold in our prayers.
As the Church of England, we have been committed to a long
process of open listening and reflection under the heading,
‘Living in Love and Faith’. We, as your Bishops in the Diocese
of Chelmsford, remain fully committed to LLF. We ask for
your prayers as the College of Bishops meets a number of
times over the next few months, as the process reaches its
conclusion, and as we seek to come to a common mind about
possible next steps.
Our Link Bishops (including +Qampicha from Marsabit who
was unable to attend due to the worsening conditions in his
diocese) send their blessings and best wishes. We enjoyed
an evening meal with our Kenyan Link Bishops and their
spouses, and we also met with Bishop Claude of our Trinidad
and Tobago Link. We keep his wife, Dawn, in our prayers as
she was unable to attend the Conference and is currently in
hospital.
The Archbishop’s letter on the Human Dignity ‘call’, can be
found at: https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/
news-and-statements/letter-archbishop-canterburybishops-anglican-communion
The text of his address to the Conference can be found at:
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/speaking-writing/
speeches/lambeth-call-human-dignity-read-archbishopjustins-remarks
This comes with our continued prayers.
Yours,
Guli (Chelmsford)
Roger Colchester
John Bradwell
Lynne Barking
Margaret Fowler
m.j.fowler@btinternet.com
07974 720510

5

From the old things to the New
After a lovely service of Morning Worship on 4 September
we had to say goodbye to two couples who are moving away
from Billericay. Both couples have been significant in the life of
Christ Church.

“

From Val and Derek:

With almost forty years living in Billerica
y behind
us, attending Christ Church for most of that
time, there
are so many happy memories to draw on
in the future
while we adjust to new surroundings.
Many of our fellow worshippers have bec
ome real
friends and taught us so much. Particula
rly this year,
so difficult for many as well as for us, it has
been so
wonderful to know that we have been rem
embered in
your prayers.

Phil and Caroline are moving to the Isle of Man where Caroline
was born and grew up, and where her mum still lives. Caroline
has always been involved in the music ministry at Christ
Church and she says she will miss it so much. Phil says he
attended Christ Church before he was born as his mum and
dad, Eila and Ray, were part of the Church when the services
were held in the old mission hut before the new church was
built in 1965.

With love and prayers Valerie and Derek

“

From Phil and Caroline:

Thank you very much indeed for your kind
thoughts, good wishes and generous gift
to us on
leaving Christ Church and Billericay. We
were very
touched by your thoughtfulness and will
miss you all a
great deal. Thank you also for always mak
ing us feel
so welcome and valued as members of
Christ Church.
You are all indeed, very special people and
will
remain in our thoughts and prayers as we
begin the
next chapter of our lives in the Isle of Man
. We will
listen in to the live-streamed services, so
will be with
you in spirit!

Christ Church members signed cards and gave a John Lewis
gift voucher to both couples. Friends gathered to pray for them
to ask God’s blessing on their future lives as they join new
churches and make new friends.

With love Phil and Caroline

Both couples promised to visit us when they come to Billericay.
Our love and prayers go with Phil and Caroline and Val and
Derek as they prepare to begin the next stage of their lives.
Margaret
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“

Phil has been a member of the Mission Support Group for
several years. A few years ago he became Chair of the group
and will be very much missed for his lead on discussions to
select causes to which we donate available funds.
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“

Val and Derek Corps are moving to Sussex to be near their
children and grandchildren. Val has been Churchwarden at
Christ Church and Derek has been helping in the Coffee Shop
since it opened . Both of them have served on the Church
Council.
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Baptisms of Arla and Immi Calcott

Baptism of Danielle Smith

It was 18th September, the day before the Funeral of Her
Majesty the Queen. A busy Service had already been planned
with two Baptisms, a Parade Service, and it was also Harvest!
It was, of course, important as we began the Service that we
first remembered Her Majesty the Queen and her family. We
began with a minute’s silence followed Katherine Jenkins
on screen, singing the new hymn “Tears and Celebration” in
tribute to the Queen.

Danielle Smith was asked earlier this year to be a Godparent.
This was to send her on a journey exploring the Christian faith
for herself, and led to her own Baptism at Christ Church on
25 September. 15 family and friends joined Danielle at the
Service.
Danielle contacted Rev Margaret Fowler just before Easter this
year. She attended Christ Church for the first time on Easter
Sunday when there was an adult baptism by immersion. That
Service and Baptism left an impression on her.

Pete Fisher preached on The Shrewd Manager from Luke
16. He made us think about what we might do in different
situations and he asked some of the uniformed groups to
come forward to make decisions to see whether they would
choose to do the right thing and be honouring to God.
They all made the right decisions of course!

She then went through a seven session course on the
Christian faith, together with her friend Catherine who lives
nearby and who also attends Christ Church.
Danielle said at her Baptism how friendly, and kind everyone
had been to her at Christ Church and she was very grateful for
the welcome she had received. We look forward to supporting
Danielle as she grows in faith.

Rhys and Cathryn Calcott had been waiting since before Covid
for the Baptism of their daughter, Arla, who is now 3 yrs old.
Meanwhile, another daughter, Immi, was born in July this year.
So both Arla and Immi were now to be baptised together.
There were 75 guests in the Baptism party, plus regular
members of the congregation and, in addition, there were some
of the uniformed groups and their leaders with us. Godparents
for Arla were Mark Duke and Craig Leader, and for 6 week old
Immi, Godparents were Shane and Sarah Alborough.
We sang ‘The Harvest Samba’ as the congregation came
forward with their Harvest gifts, and everyone was very
generous this year. The gifts were shared during the following
week between Anvil House and the Basildon Resource Centre.
Both charities were extremely pleased with the gifts as funding
is becoming more difficult.
After the Service the baptism party went back to Cathryn and
Rhys’ home to a lovely celebration in the garden with their
guests. It had been a very special morning which we all really
enjoyed and had much to thank God for.
Below (left to right): Rev Margaret Fowler, Rhys, Shane, Sarah with Immi,
Cathryn with Arla, Craig and Mark.
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Summer Series at Christ Church
Every Summer Christ Church hosts Church in a more relaxed
way. There are round tables and chairs instead of being
seated in rows, and refreshments are available on arrival
throughout the Service. We always do a craft every week
which is related to the theme of the series.

The Year of Jubilee is still practised in Israel today and we
discovered that this year, September 2021 - September 2022,
is actually the Jewish Year of Jubilee. We didn’t know that
when we planned the series!
On our final Sunday, 28 August, the theme was
“King of Kings”. We learned that as
sons and daughters of King Jesus
we wear spiritual robes of
righteousness (Romans 8.17),
and, as heirs of King Jesus,
we wear crowns of glory
and honour (Psalm 8.5).
So after the sermon we
were given cardboard
crowns and glittering
“jewels” to decorate them.
Our final hymn was “Crown
Him with Many Crowns” and
everyone was invited to wear
their crowns as they sang.

Throughout the six weeks we unpacked
what Jubilee means in the bible and
what it means for us today. A
Jubilee Year in the bible was
the 50th year when everyone
rested from their work
and relied on the Lord to
provide their food because
they could not sow seed
or harvest. But more than
that, in the Jubilee Year
slaves were set free, debts
were cancelled, and property
was returned to its rightful owner.
Instead of working, the year was
spent growing closer to the Lord and
renewing relationships with family. People’s
lives were re-set and they could, in a spiritual sense, go
back home. It sounds like a wonderful idea, but then it would
be - God thought it up!

It was a bit sad to come to the end of the
series, but we had learned such a lot and it had
been hugely successful. Our thanks to the planning team led
by Liz Slater, with Sue Goldsmith, Margaret Fowler, and Paul
Hunt. We can’t wait for next year!

This year the series was entitled “Jesus, our Jubilee” and we connected
this to the Platinum Jubilee Year of Her Majesty the Queen.
T H E P I L G R I M September - November 2022
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at Creamfields South 2023
Some of you may be aware that I have been involved with ‘music as mission’ for many years which
includes serving on the leadership team with Festival Angels overseeing the Prayer Tent at the Leeds
Festival.
As a result of my links with Festival Angels and Festival Republic, I have been given an opportunity to
set up a Christian presence at Creamfields South which takes place in Hylands Park, Chelmsford, from
26-28 May 2023.
I’m looking to create a team to take advantage of the significant pioneering opportunity this event offers
for mission. I’m looking for people who are able to share their faith in Jesus 1-2-1 alongside having
the confidence to pray with those who visit the Festival Angels tent or speak to us when we are ‘out
and about!’ Training (online and in person) will be given to enable you to be an effective team member.
Volunteers must be 18 years and over (there is no upper age limit if you are in good health) and active
members of a church and whose leader will be able to give a reference to support their application.
The ‘slogan’ of Festival Angels is ‘God Loves Festivals’ and he does – we know God loves all people
wherever they may be found and Festivals are one of those places. I know from personal experience the
amazing conversations and prayer opportunities which can be established with those attending Festivals.
Creamfields South are wanting to stress how they cannot align themselves with any particular faith group.
Our presence there is on the understanding that we are offering pastoral care in addition to their own
welfare provision - though they know Festival Angels are a Christian organisation.
The presence of Festival Angels at Creamfields South is simple: to show the love of Jesus through loving
action. We are wanting to do that in several ways:
•
•
•
•

To be a listening and attentive presence and a safe place.
To offer prayer to those who would like us to do so.
To express our faith simply to those who ask.
To direct anyone who wants to know more about the Christian faith to Alpha,
Christian Union, etc.
• To offer free water / juice and biscuits and other items as resources allow.
• To be entirely inclusive.
One of the benefits of being a volunteer is that you will be given a free wristband for the whole event along with free onsite camping!
If you are interested in being part of the ‘Festival Angels at Creamfields South 2023’ team, please keep
your eyes on church notices for an introductory evening at Emmanuel Church when you can find out a
little more of what is involved.
With every blessing in Jesus’ name

Revd Paul A. Carr, M.A., Team Rector
22 August 2022
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Ann Cook Eulogy by her daughter, Ruth Copping
Elizabeth Ann was born in June 1944 at Poole Hospital - first
child of Rev Jack and Nancy Kingham. She grew up as the
vicar’s daughter, with younger brother John and younger
sister, Sue. When she was six, the family moved from
Hamworthy to Great Baddow.

for her to wave us off. She ensured we had family holidays,
sometimes with grandparents, exploring different parts of the
UK and often experiencing Christian summer camps, which
was an important part of us growing in our faith. She worked
hard to support us in our education, helping us to revise with
questions and answer sessions, even when she was learning
new stuff as she read our notes. She was proud of us when we
did well and supportive even when things didn’t go as planned.

At age eleven, she went to boarding school - Wadhurst near
Tunbridge Wells, enjoying sports, home economics and
music, and winning prizes for conducting the school choir.
She stayed on for sixth form and secured a place at teacher
training college, where she qualified as a Home Economics
and Dress teacher. She enjoyed London student life, and
created beautiful pieces of work, including an intricately
sewn Christening gown that Jonathan and I wore, and which
many of her grandchildren have also worn for their baptisms.
After college, she returned home and found teaching posts
in Essex, including at St Martins in Brentwood
where she made good friends. She met my father,
Bruce - the charming solicitor - through church
in Chelmsford, and they married in 1969. They
set up home in Chelmsford, where I was born in
1971. Jonathan was born in 1973 and we moved to
Little Burstead, where she enjoyed working on her
vegetable patch.

On Boxing Day 1988, Mum met Richard and they just
clicked. They quickly established their relationship, and were
soon making plans to adapt Richard and Sarah’s home to
accommodate Mum, Jonathan and I. They married in July
1989 at a joyful service in St Mary’s.
After then, Mum and Richard enjoyed travelling, including
going to America to visit Richard’s son Martin in California.
They also traveled to Singapore to see Jonathan
while he worked out there, and visited New
Zealand and Fiji. They also loved trips to
Switzerland, around Europe and the UK.
Mum and Richard also enjoyed playing tennis
at Billericay Tennis club, visiting Wimbledon and
Queens, or just watching the telly. They also
visited theatres and galleries in London and
National Trust, and RHS properties where they
were inspired by the gardens. Family was very
important to Mum. Between her and Richard there were five of
us children; David, Martin, Sarah, Jonathan and myself (Ruth).
Mum loved spending time with each of us and our spouses.
She and Richard are also proud grandparents. Mum so loved
hearing from, and about, her grandchildren and being involved
in their lives. Cook family zoom calls kept us all up with what
was happening in California, Canada and Swindon, as well as
Billericay through lockdowns. She loved to help us - for me,
it was often in the garden trimming and naming plants, or in
the kitchen with advice and tips on recipes, or entertaining my
children in school holidays with cooking and creative projects,
even making a prom dress with Grace.

She loved being a mum, entertaining and teaching
us, and shared her love of baking, gardening
(where Jon asked why we were planting onions in the lawn as
we put daffodil bulbs in) and many creative craft projects. The
family attended the parish church where she and Dad led the
youth group together, and she helped with children’s groups. I
particularly remember Sunday entertainment during holidays
with different parents taking charge in the Vicarage while the
Sunday service was going on. When we got up to mischief she
was always calm as she regained control of our shenanigans!
She returned to teaching in 1981, after divorce from Bruce,
and once we were established at school. She taught in
Havering, Basildon and at St John’s, in Billericay. The three of
us moved from Little Burstead village into Billericay in 1982.

Her friends were really important to her. She was very good
at knowing when someone needed a call and was always
there to listen and give help or advice where needed. She
loved to meet for a coffee or a walk, especially after the Covid
lockdowns. Her friends were a great support to her when
she faced breast cancer and all the rigours of treatment that
enabled her to defeat that horrible disease.

Most Sundays we’d welcome someone to lunch after church,
where she enjoyed hosting and trying out new dishes. She
taught us about generosity, and even when there wasn’t much
to spare, she’d send food parcels to Poland, and sponsored
Elange in Haiti, so she could continue her education to
become a nurse. Mum trusted in God’s provision and wanted
to share whatever she had.

She was a very faithful servant to the church. Her faith was the
foundation of her life. Having grown up in a vicarage she was
keen to support clergy and she loved time studying the Bible
or praying with her friends. She was also a faithful supporter of
St Luke’s Hospice, fundraising with Richard.

Mum was part of a choir and loved to sing. She chose to go
to a choir that rehearsed on a Monday, so our grandparents
could babysit for Jon and I while she went out. Mum made
sure Jon and I spent time with our Dad, even when it was hard
T H E P I L G R I M September - November 2022
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Please continue to pray for the
situation in Ukraine, the safety
and security of it’s citizens, the
refugees evacuating their homes,
the Russians bravely protesting
the invasion, the countries
offering humanitarian aid, the
world leaders determining
history, and all those who are
suffering, grieving and afraid.
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from Sue Shrubb, Branch Leader
What a time of celebration we had in July. St Mary’s patronal
Festival was the same weekend so we were able to join
together with flower arrangements on all the windowsills.
We encouraged people to look at the flowers and enjoy
refreshments. We served coffee/tea, cake, ploughmans lunch
plus tea and cake later on.
Maxine Paul, our MU diocesan president, was there to present
the branch with a centenary certificate. A service of celebration
was held on Sunday with many MU diocesan dignitaries
joining us. Also present was Doreen Dean, previous branch
leader, who has moved to Wales to be near her family.
The service was led by Rev Margaret Fowler and was
attended by about 35 people, with readings by Margaret and
Angela Clarke. Judith Meaden also gave a short message
about MU. Pauline Randall spoke, and Merrill led the prayers.
At the end of the service Doreen and I cut the cake, which was
made by Merrill. We had a number of cards including one from
Bishop Guli of Chelmsford. Doreens’ daughter-in-law made the
runner that Doreen presented to the branch.
At Meadowcroft garden centre there were plenty of plants and
gifts to browse and we all had lunch together. Some members
enjoyed lunch at the De Beauvoir Arms in Downham. We all
had a very enjoyable day out.

Welcome to the new Minister of the Billericay Methodist Church
Approximately 60 people gathered at The Link Methodist
Church, Queen’s Park on Saturday, 3 September to
formally welcome Revd Moses Agyam and his family
to Billericay. Rev Moses and his wife Diana have three
young children Philistia, Moses Jnr, and Phoebe, who
were all present at the Service.

CTB Churches looked forward to meeting, sharing and
working alongside Moses at the monthly Church Leaders
Meetings.
No Church celebration would be complete without a tea
served afterwards, and the Methodist hospitality did not
disappoint! Moses and his family were then able to relax and
mingle with everyone over a cup of tea and piece of cake.

Revd Moses is originally from Ghana but has lived in the
UK since his mid-teens. In 2016, he served at Nottingham
(East) Circuit, looking after churches in Mapperley and
Carlton. After his ordination in 2018, Moses became
District Probationers’ secretary, supporting the learning
and formation of probationer ministers and was also
involved with Local Preachers’ learning and continuing
development. So Moses brings much rich experience
with him.
During the Service Revd Margaret Fowler was asked
to welcome Moses to Billericay on behalf of Churches
Together in Billericay (CTB). She said leaders of all the
T H E P I L G R I M September - November 2022
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A despatch from Verity Butt in New Guinea
G’day! My name is Verity and I grew up at Christ Church
in Billericay, which was home until 2012. I spent a year in
Uganda with YWAM (Youth with a Mission. I completed a
primary health care school with YWAM, and have been a full
time volunteer with YWAM Medical Ships Australia-Papua
New Guinea since 2017.

Papua New Guinea is one of the hardest places to deliver
health care in the world. Since 2011, YWAM Medical Ships have
been delivering health care to remote locations in Papua New
Guinea. Our focus is on building healthy lives, communities and
nations through bringing health care, community development
programmes and the love of God. Earlier this year, I led a team
of students there, where we worked with the local youth to equip
them for doing local missions and ministry in their communities through house visits, Bible distribution, school programmes and
even first aid training.

I have led many health care and evangelism focused teams to
both Australia and Papua New Guinea - mainly working with
students with a desire for missions and ministry. Currently, I
continue to facilitate training for students and volunteers, and
love seeing individuals grow in the passions and calling God
has for them. Over the next few months I will be focusing on
our youth precinct, developing day programmes which teach
values, life skills and show the love of God through our high
ropes course!

Our location here in Townsville has provided us with a base
for outreach into Papua New Guinea for many years, however,
it is also a prime location for local outreach. With some of
the highest crime and teen suicide rates in Australia there is
an ever growing need to be impacting the youth of our city.
This year we are developing a youth precinct. This facility will
include a warehouse / meeting space, cafe and high ropes
course. It will be a hub for the seminars we run on purpose,
goals and values, and relationships. Through using adventure
base learning our vision is to see disengaged young people
have a place to belong, learn and thrive. Over the past 6 years

I’m incredibly grateful for the prayers and partnerships in
Billericay which enable me to continue in full-time ministry.
If you would like to find out more or receive my newsletter
please e-mail me at verity-claire@hotmail.co.uk.
Verity Butt is one of our Christ Church Mission partners who
we have supported through her work with Youth With A Mission
(YWAM) for many years.
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Mulberry House, Chelmsford Road, High Ongar, Essex CM5 9NL
Nationwide Christian Trust is based in the beautiful setting of

Mulberry House Hotel in High Ongar (just 25 minutes drive from
Billericay!). Our vision is to support and encourage people in their journey
of faith: we produce Living Light, our quarterly Bible Devotional, run a
Prayerline, send a weekly Prayer Guide email and run events, such as the
following:

‘Time Out with God’

Run on two Mondays a month.
The day includes worship songs, Bible teaching
and time for prayer and personal reflection.
10.30am to 4pm. £25 incl 2 course lunch.
See our website for dates or ring 01277 365398 (option 4)

Ladies Day

Wednesday 12th October with
Lynette Brooks from Kintsugi Hope.
10.15am to 2pm (coffee from 9.45am).
We all pass through seasons in our spiritual, emotional
and physical lives. Be encouraged through teaching
and time for reflection, as we discover together that
with God, there is hope in every season.
£26.50 incl 2 course lunch. Leave after lunch if you
need to collect school children or stay on to relax or
have some quiet time in the Pastoral Meeting Room
(subject to availability).

Men’s Breakfast

8.45am to 10.30am.
Saturday 26th November with Rev Cris Rogers on
“When I realised what it meant to be a real man of God
and not what I had grown up thinking.” Cris is always
coming up with new ways of teaching the Bible. He is creative and likes
to appeal to the senses, physically giving people some salt or water if
that’s what he’s talking about, or cooking a bacon sandwich while
talking about the food laws of Leviticus! Cris is a Church of England
minister, church planter, doctorate student, artist, maker and Star Wars
fan. Cris and his wife Beki together lead All Hallows Bow, London.
Cris also hosts a weekly Discipleship Podcast called “Making Disciples
with Cris Rogers” and at present is the interim Chair of Spring Harvest.
£15.00 includes a full English breakfast with tea or coffee, juice and toast
(and enables us to give a financial gift to our speaker’s ministry).
To sign up to receive our monthly update email, please email mpitt@nctuk.org
For enquiries about Living Light or to book an event, please phone the number below (option 4)
or see our website:

Tel: 01277 365398 nationwidechristiantrust.com
T H E P I L G R I M September - November 2022
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New Wine 2022

Victoria and I saw an online appeal for Medical volunteers at
New Wine. We had some free time and decided to offer our
skills. The application process seemed daunting! After many
emails going to and fro, and all sorts of forms to numerous
people, the New Wine team was expecting us.

It was tough for events like Spring Harvest and New Wine
during lockdown but somehow they both managed to go
online and broadcast teaching and worship. It was a costly
but very much appreciated move. With John unwell we would
not have been able to go and camp at New Wine so it was a
real blessing. However, nothing is quite like being together for
worship and sharing, so I was quite keen to get back there
this year if at all possible. It was at John’s funeral that some
dear friends suggested that if I wanted to go to New Wine this
year I could stay with them in Peterborough and commute
there daily. This sounded like a sensible plan. I did not feel like
camping on my own. In the event it was wonderful to catch up
with these friends who blessed me in so many ways and often
brought me tea in bed!

The East of England Show ground at Peterbrough is a popular
destination for us as a family, having spent many other
Christian holidays encountering God on Kingdom Faith camps.
As always, when you step out in faith, the devil seems to keep
knocking you back. Our first challenge was to get on site. Our
tickets were being held for us in the Medical unit on site, so
we ended up waiting most of the morning trying to get in with
no entry ticket. Eventually we got on site and were directed
to information where we were hoping to get our bracelets for
meals and full entry. It eventually transpired that our paperwork
had not arrived with the New Wine Team. Fortunately Victoria
had all the emails and passwords needed on her phone and
we got out entry and food bracelets.

We had both been on team when we camped at New Wine
in 2019. John was on the site support team, criss-crossing
the site on a little golf buggy, sorting out plumbing and other
maintenance problems. I was on the Pastoral Prayer Team,
and I joined that team again this year. Prayer is essential and
it happens in many different ways. After the teaching and
worship, people were always invited forward for prayer if there
were any particular issues that were raised in the talk. The
prayer was often quite brief and general. But Pastoral Prayer
gave an opportunity for people to have a more in-depth time
for prayer about anything at all.

The next task was to find a space to pitch the tent. By then
there were no spaces on the Units that we had been directed
to. So we abandoned the car in the car park and ran to our first
Medical team meeting where we were to be briefed on rotas
and duties. Fortunately for Victoria she was not assigned to
the job as medical co-ordinater as per the online application,
but instead she worked in administration.
By the time our meeting ended it had got dark, the wind had
whipped up and we were tired - but still hadn’t pitched our
tent! A space near the medical centre looked promising, so we
headed there. Usually the tent is very quick to erect but in the
pitch dark with a prevailing wind it was taking ages!

The team of about 16 was led by Charlie and Anne Kosla. I
worked with Charlie when we were both vicars in Grays. We
had a special quite comfortable venue where it was easy for
people to feel relaxed. We were able to get to the morning
Bible teaching but then raced to our room for coffee and
prayer before the influx of people. There was a steady stream
of people all the time we were open. But we were able to give
people as much time as they needed which was a real gift. We
all need a good listening to and we all need to be prayed for!
The team worked really well. Most of the time we prayed
one to one but sometimes we needed to ask for someone to
join us. We had the feeling that many people had saved up
their prayer needs to tell to someone they didn’t know, and
for some people things had been saved up for a long time.
it is extraordinary what insights God gives when you make
yourself open to hear him. I am amazed at what we saw and
experienced in that room. But oh, the needs. We really can’t
go on hanging onto our problems without bringing them to
our Lord Jesus. If I learned anything, it was to pray about
everything and if someone offers to pray for me, to always
accept their offer.

Victoria commented that she felt hungry. We both hadn’t eaten
since 10am and it was now about 8pm. So, armed with our full
catering bracelets we went in search of food, but by then none
was available as catering had shut. We headed back to our
tent to cook in the dark. We then realised the Gazebo that we
had erected had blown away and broken and the tent needed
to be re-pegged as it was lifting with the wind. The gas stove
would not light so it was impossible to cook anything. We
needed to find some food as Victoria was all set to go home.
We did find a catering van and had a half decent meal.
My brother, who I have been nursing for the last four months,
phoned and said the carers that had been arranged for him
in my absence had not turned up. My energy was failing and
Victoria was lying in the tent complaining she was still hungry.
The thought of getting up for a shift at 7am was wearing me
down and I was in need of a Prayer partner. I scrolled down the
contacts on my phone and found Vicki Davies who works for
New Wine and was on site. We met up and prayed for a few
hours reinforcing my knowledge that despite everything that
had happened, God wanted us there serving for the next week.

Sadly, there probably won’t be a big gathering like this year’s
summer conference in 2023 as the Peterborough showground
is going to be redeveloped. It will be a new chapter for New
Wine probably with smaller more local gatherings.

Juliet

Christine Williams
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F.E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENTAL MASONS
5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions
and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Dainler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages
For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
Please Telephone John or Ray Farrer

33 High Street

Billericay

246 Hutton Road

Shenfield

01277 622944 01277 216030
www.fefarrer.co.uk
Alyson Smith
Specialist Physiotherapy

With 20 years experience treating adults
with neurological deficits such as:
stroke, head injury, spinal cord injury, P.D., M.S. and
providing rehabilitations for mobility / balance problems.
I provide treatment in your own home, tailored to suit you,
aiming to improve function, quality of life and confidence.

All Enquiries: Telephone 01277 658377
Email: info@neuro-physiotherapist.co.uk
www.neuro-therapist.co.uk

State registered. Member of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
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SUNDAYS
Emmanuel Church
Church View, Laindon Road,
Billericay, Essex CM12 9LD
8:30am Morning prayer / Holy Communion
10am Messy Church (Third Sunday)
10:30am Family Worship
(10am on First Sunday)

The Emmanuel Archer Hall
Facilities:

Large hall and two small meeting rooms,
car park, fully equipped kitchen,
Disabled facilities

Suitable for:

Children’s parties, birthday parties,
weddings, exhibitions, conferences,
meetings, concerts, and performances

To book:

Tel: 01277 632120
between 9:00 a.m. and 12 noon
Monday and Thursday mornings

Christ Church
Perry Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 0NX
8am Holy Communion (said)
on third Sundays
10am Family Worship

St John’s Church
Outwood Common Road,
Billericay, Essex CM11 2LE
10am Morning Worship
(Please check notices for details)

St John’s
Church Centre

St Mary the Virgin
Rectory Road,
Little Burstead, Essex CM12 9TR
10:30am Morning Worship
(Please check notices for details)

Outwood Common, Billericay
Available to hire for children’s
parties, local groups and meetings.
Please contact our booking secretary,
Janet Masters on 01277 654998

St Mary Magdalen
High Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 9BQ
Wednesdays: 10am Holy Communion

Christ Church Halls

All our churches have a wide range of activities throughout
the week for children, young people, and adults of all ages.
To find out more, please contact one of the clergy listed on
page 2 of this magazine, or phone one of the church offices.

Our two halls and worship space
are available for hire to local
groups and individuals for small and large gatherings.
Suitable for parties and charity fund-raising events,
and meals (fully equipped commercial-standard kitchen).
We can offer full audiovisual facilities
for concerts and conferences.
We are also able to make regular group bookings.
To book: Tel: 01277 630144 Mon-Thurs, 9:15 - 12:15
or Email: office@christchurch-billericay.co.uk

FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISMS
18 Sept 2022
18 Sept 2022
25 Sept 2022

St Mary Magdalen Church

Arla Calcott
Immi Calcott
Danielle Smith

FUNERALS

St Mary Magdalen is available for letting.
The building is large, bright, warm and airy,
and can seat up to 100 people comfortably with extra
chairs available if necessary. It is an ideal venue for many
functions or group projects with immediate access to
the High Street and easy access to the car parks.

11 July 2022
12 Aug 2022
22 Aug 2022
2 Sept 2022
15 Sept 2022
21 Sept 2022
3 Oct 2022
10 Oct 2022

Included in the letting is the use of the fully equipped,
modern kitchen and toilet facilities.
Further information and a price list is available on request
from: Angela Clarke (Letting Agent) Tel: 01277 624778
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Susan Mary O’Connor
Michael Wood
Derek David Gregory
Lilian Reardon
Sandra Ramm
June Sylvia Corless
Richard Charles Cook
Dorothy Bullock

A Prayer of thanks for the Queen:
Lord God,
We thank you for the dedicated
life of service of our beloved Queen.
We were blessed by the strength of her faith,
her commitment to family life and duty,
her compassion and concern for lives and
leaders around the globe.
We pray for her legacy among us,
that we may continue to be inspired by all
she did, carrying with us both acceptance
and determination in the face of a changing
and challenging world.
In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ,
her great inspiration,
Amen.

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
1926 - 2022

The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, the Bishop of
Chelmsford, has expressed her great sadness at the news
that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has died:

“

My thoughts and prayers, and those of everyone in the
Diocese of Chelmsford, are with the Royal Family,
our nation and commonwealth.
At this time of great sadness, we remember with profound
gratitude Her Majesty the Queen’s contribution as monarch.
Her reign included times of great joy and celebration but also
many challenges. It has been a time of unprecedented change
for this nation and the world but throughout, Her Majesty’s
faith in God and extraordinary sense of duty helped to guide
her. As we mourn Her Majesty’s death, we give thanks to God
for her life, her faith and her exceptional devotion to her duty
as monarch.

“

The Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Revd
Justin Welby, has issued the following statement:

“

“

With profound sadness, I join the nation, the
Commonwealth and the world in mourning the death of Her
Late Majesty The Queen.

