Mark 8:27-end

Jesus was intending to have a difficult conversation with his disciples. As he
travelled around Galilee there were always other people pressing in on them
and wanting to be healed or wanting to hear his stories. So, after spending
time in Bethsaida on the northern shore of Lake Galilee they walked north for a
day or two to Caesarea Philippi on the slopes of Mount Hermon. There he
could talk in peace without interruption. It was not going to be an easy
conversation.

First, he wanted to find out what people in general thought about him. ‘What
are people saying about me?” What have they noticed? What conclusions have
they come to about me? Was he John returned to them? The crowds had seen
wonderful miracles of healing and the provision of food. Elijah and Elisha had
done acts of healing and Moses had provided food on the way to the promised
land. The people felt that maybe Jesus was one of them, re-incarnated to help
in their hour of need, or maybe not re-incarnated but that he was a new
prophet that was like them. Each of those prophets had been like Jesus in
some way.

Then Jesus wanted to know what his disciples thought about him. What had
they learned about him since following him? ‘What about You? What do you
think?’ “‘Who am I?’ Peter was always the one to take a lead and he was ready
to say that Jesus was the Christ/Messiah. Jesus accepted this title but he
seemed reluctant to use the title Messiah about himself. In our reading he
referred to himself rather as the ‘Son of Man’ which is a reference to a passage
in Daniel 7:13-14, about the triumphant son of man arriving in heaven to be
seated at the right hand of God. ‘Son of Man’ was an acceptance of the
humbling nature of his humanity that he would not only be human but would
even submit to dying before he was raised up to sit at the father’s right hand.
See Phil 2:6-9.

‘Being in very nature, God, Jesus did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross.
Therefore God exulted him and gave him the name that is above every name.’

The problem with the title ‘Messiah’ was that most people of Jesus day were
expecting a Messiah who would be a political deliverer who would lead the



Jewish people successfully against their enemies. It was the title of a heaven-
sent warrior king not the suffering servant of Isaiah 53. Jesus was the Messiah
but he did not fill that role in a way that they would expect. He was the servant

Now we get to the main thing; the reason why this conversation was so
important. In verse 31 Jesus went on to explain that The Son of Man would be
rejected, suffer, be killed and raised again. This was the very first time that he
had said anything about his death to his disciples. It was entirely against their
preconception of what a Messiah would be like. Being killed was not how you
won battles. Dying was not the role of a Messiah. The Messiah had to be a
winner. Peter said, ‘No! not like that! Don’t do that! That’s not how to do it!’
Jesus responded with some very harsh words for Peter. For Jesus what Peter
had said was very like the time when he was tempted by the devil. The
temptations had been for him to take short cuts and avoid the cross. It was
going to be hard enough to do what he had to do without his friends trying to
stop him.

Not only was it hard for Jesus, but if they were going to continue to be his
friends, they were going to face the probability of death themselves. | said this
was to be a very difficult conversation. Yet it is a conversation that each of us
needs to have with God when we want to follow him. How far are we prepared
to go? How committed are we? And it asks the question, ‘what do we hold
onto that may get in the way of discipleship?’ Following Jesus is costly. It takes
our time, our thought our money our energy. In some cases it may mean that a
person loses their job, their friends, their family and even their life.

Becoming a Christian is the best thing that anyone can do. Putting our trust in
Jesus opens a door to a new life, lived with his guidance. We know that he is
always there to support us and we are fulfilled when we are living our best life
with him. We see his Holy Spirit at work in us and through us but the more we
trust him the more he guides us and the more he entrusts to us. The more we
exercise faith the riskier life can be. We can see how following Jesus can also
be costly to us because there are risks. But the more we exercise faith the
more we see what God can do. We have to learn to look at Jesus and not look
at the risks. When we pray in faith for the little things and see how God
answers our prayers, it encourages us to pray again perhaps for something
more challenging. It stretches our faith and encourages us to go further on and
deeper in, and we learn to trust him even in the dark times when there seems
to be no answer.



Paul said (Phil 3:8), ‘I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things.
| consider them rubbish that | may gain Christ and be found in him.....”

Questions:

In Britain today what do people think Jesus was? Great teacher, role model,
saviour, friend or something else?

What is Jesus to you? Great teacher, role model, saviour, friend or something
else? Place in order of importance to you personally.

Why do you think Jesus seemed to prefer the title ‘Son of Man’?
How much does it cost to be a Christian?
Why do you think the church grows when it is being persecuted?

Find out about the church in communist or Islamic countries and pray for our
persecuted brothers and sisters there.



