Looking Inwards (15 mins)
Caring For Each Other
Reflecting on your life at the moment, is there
anything you would like to share with other
members of your home group which you feel is
appropriate (this is an opportunity to share, not
something you have to do, however, ‘It’s the
sharing that enables the caring!’) for:

HG165 The Apostles Creed: I Believe In ...
Jesus Christ …
Isaiah 43:1-7 & John 1:1-14
Home Group Study Notes
27 May 2018 - James Van Cleef

Thanksgiving?

PLEASE COMPLETE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN

Prayer?

ON THIS WORKSHEET IN PREPARATION
BEFORE THE MEETING!

Encouragement?
Support in any way?

Looking Outwards (15 mins)
Concern For Others
Is there anything concerning someone in your:
family; circle of friends; neighbours or church,
which you would like to share (please be sure not
pass on anything that is confidential or which you
think the person concerned would not wish to be
shared) for:
Thanksgiving?

Don’t forget to take your Bible to Home Group
with you, along with any previous notes and other
resources which might be helpful for your discussions.

Welcome (10 mins)
Ice Breaker
Based on the game, 'I went to the market,' each person
takes it in turn to complete, 'I know I'm a human
because ...' The next person has to repeat the first
person's reason, and their own.
This continues until there is breakdown in sanity!

Prayer?

Looking Upwards (10 mins)
Worship

Encouragement?
Support in any way?
Emmanuel Church, Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex. CM12 9LD
P 01277 632120 E emmanueloffice@billericaychurches.org
T @EmmanuelCM12 W emmanuel-church.info FB EmmanuelChurchBillericay

In your time of worship, you may want to sing Songs
of Praise; listen to a Worship CD, as well as using
Meditations; Bible Readings; Prayers ...

Part of The Billericay & Little Burstead Team Ministry
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HG165 The Apostles Creed: I Believe In ...
Jesus Christ …

4. Read Colossians 1.15-20. How do you think Jesus as described in this passage should influence our lives?

Isaiah 43:1-7 & John 1:1-14
Home Group Sermon
27 May 2018 - James Van Cleef
Introduction
The second part of the Apostles’ Creed focuses entirely on Jesus, from conception to ascension,
and the promise of return. A couple of things to begin with:



First, the creed sets out fundamental beliefs, giving us the opportunity to grasp the
significance of Jesus and how he revolutionises our lives. It is a statement of intent,
as opposed to a text for theological debate.



Second, when we look at the life of Jesus, each ‘scene’ is a face-to-face with a
revelation of the divine love of God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each ‘scene’
also gives us a challenge as to how we might show our belief in action

Scene 1: Declaration
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
Jesus was with his disciples, and he asked them, ‘Who do people say I am?’ They responded with
answers we might hear today: good man, prophet, teacher… And then he presses them: ‘But who
do you say I am?’ ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.’ I think we underestimate the
explosiveness of Peter’s confession: if Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, then he is the fulfillment of
all God’s promises, and not the Law. If Jesus is the Son of the Living God, which is to be equal
with God, then Caesar is not. Peter embraces the Way, the Truth, the Life…

5. What difference does it make to you that Jesus is interceding for you?

6. Jesus will judge the living and the dead. How seriously does God take
sin? How seriously do we?

As we follow Jesus today, he asks us: Who do you say I am? Do we believe him only to be a
moral man, a good example, a good teacher? Or do we say unreservedly, ‘You are the Christ, the
Son of the Living God?’
There is pressure for us to conform, to give answers that reflect the contemporary quest for equality, tolerance, and respect. Any exclusive claim is treated as intolerant arrogance, for all religions
lead to God (which, logically, is an absurd belief).

Is there anything you most want to put into practice as
a result of this study?

So, as soon as we declare Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, we’re going to rankle people’s
sensitivities, for we are saying that not all ways are equal, or even valid. This is the Jesus of whom
it is said, ‘There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved’ (Acts 4.12). To say ‘I believe in Jesus…’ is to say he alone is the way, the truth, the life,
not just with words, but with actions of self-giving love and resolve to serve only him.
Is this the Jesus we believe in, or would we prefer someone a little less contentious?
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Looking Upwards (40 mins)
Bible Study
Read the text for this study, and any references given,
then answer the following questions. You may find it
helpful to listen to the sermon and/or read through the
sermon notes as you do so. Discuss some, or all, your
answers with your Home Group and, remember, these
questions are only a guide to start your discussions.
1. 'What difference does the belief that Jesus is God make to your life, both on a
grand scale and on a daily basis?'

Scene 2: Incarnation
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary …
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary. This is profound beyond our comprehension. John 1.1-18 demonstrates this uniqueness of Jesus Christ: no other religion has its god
becoming human. But Jesus has entered the mess as one living in the mess. The Word has
become flesh, and lived among us (John 1.14).
So, how does this make a difference to our everyday living? An answer is found in Hebrews 4.15:
‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weakness, but we have one
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.’
Sympathise. Jesus knows what we experience. Jesus knows what we feel. Jesus knows what is
thrown at us. Jesus has encountered everything that would keep us down. Yet without sin. If
Jesus was not human, he would only be able to offer empathy, that is, he would have to imagine
what we experience or feel. How confident would you be in Jesus if he could only imagine what
you feel? How could you have a relationship with him if he could not identify with your humanity?
Think about Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness. If Jesus was not human, he would only be able
to leave us a guide to combat temptation; his empathy would have limited effect. But because he
was human, his encounter with temptation opens to us the door whereby we can live in victory.

2. 'All religions lead to the same God' is an illogical statement. In what way do
you think it is illogical?

Think about Jesus’ ministry. The people he met were almost always excluded from the community, and often marked by brokenness, destitution, and lostness. But they find an embrace by Jesus
because he knew their weakness, that they are dust... And with that embrace they know they
belong.
We shouldn’t be surprised by this, of course, for as we reflect on God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
we see perfect community, perfect harmony, perfect belonging and togetherness. The perfection of
God is found among humans: one with us so we can be one with him.
How is this belief seen in action? Jesus calls us to make his love real. Through Jesus, we are
empowered to live a life in sympathy with others, embracing the broken, destitute and lost so they
know they belong.
Scene 3: Passion
… suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

3. How confident would you be in Jesus if he could only imagine what you feel?

Suffering under Pontius Pilate fixes Jesus’ crucifixion and death to a point in history. He also
descended to the dead; he is found among those who also have died and were buried, thus wholly
experiencing the beginning and end of human life. And again, it is what we believe that impacts
our life. So, what do we believe about Jesus' death? Why does it matter?
Jesus' death is an extension of his incarnation: he lived among us as a human, and died for us as a
human so that union with God is possible. The meaning of his death is as profound as incarnation.
We often hear that Jesus died to pay the price of our sins, and this is true, but there is so much
more! Jesus absorbs the curse, he breaks the power of death, he is our Passover, the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world! Really, the only way to grasp the significance of the death of
Jesus is through Scripture and to be drawn in to its truth and power:
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‘For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.’ (2 Corinthians 5.21)

How is this belief seen in action? Amazingly, we are enabled by the Spirit to receive the wisdom of
God. As the Body of Christ we are strengthened by Jesus standing in the gap for us, and are
capable of sharing life together so as to bring maturity to the Body.

‘But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come…he entered
once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.’ (Hebrews 9.11-12)

Scene 5: Completion
… and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.’ (John 3.1617)

For many Christians, one of the most contentious areas of belief is that of judgment. Often, it
centres on the question of hell: ‘How can a loving God send someone to hell?’ It is an interesting
question for we live in a society that decidedly likes to see justice done, and that wrongdoers pay
for their crimes.

‘For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ (Mark 10.45)

If we read the stories of Jesus carefully, we see that he deals quite a lot with judgment. He is clear
about those who neglect the poor, for example, and those who do not. He pronounces ‘woes’ on
religious leaders for leading people astray. He even says that it is best to throw someone into the
sea with a millstone around their neck than if they led little ones to sin (Luke 17.2).

And, majestically, ‘But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we
are healed.’ (Isaiah 53.5)
To make this belief active, we embrace this liberation, this freedom, this forgiveness, this life! We
live according to God's law of love, we seek his righteousness, we practice forgiveness and reconciliation, for we live in the certainty that Christ has reconciled the whole universe by his blood
(Colossians 1.15-20)! The Cross of Christ might look like foolishness, and be a stumbling block,
but I would rather own the folly and climb over the barrier to live full and free, and to show the
redemption others can have! Wouldn’t you?
Scene 4: Resurrection +
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father …
Christmas is the intersection of God with humanity. Resurrection is the invitation for humanity to
live in the reality of God’s Kingdom: ‘As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you’ (John
20.21). Both are needed for us to be faithful disciples today.
Resurrection completes Christ's incarnation and passion. The resurrection’s message is joy, hope,
victory; we are the first fruits of God’s ultimate triumph: 'Death is swallowed up in victory!' (1
Corinthians 15.54). And it is the call for us to be a ‘sign of contradiction against the forces of
death and destruction’ (David Bosch).
But it doesn’t end with resurrection. There is more! Jesus returns to the Father; he ascends to
heaven. What good is that for us? Simply, the answer is twofold. First, as Jesus said, ‘It is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go I will
send him to you….When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth…for he will take
the things what is mine and declare it to you’ (John 16.7, 13,14).
Second, as one who is but dust, I take to heart the enormity of these promises: ‘Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us’ (Romans 8.34); ‘Consequently, he is able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them’ (Hebrews 7.25).
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Other writers speak of judgment, too. For example, Paul writes, ‘Do not pronounce judgment
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from
God’ (1 Corinthians 4.5).
The New Testament is clear about Jesus’ return, and that his return includes judgment. What is our
response? There are a couple of options. Panic. ‘Jesus is coming: look busy!’ As if Jesus needs
our demented activism! Another is to ignore it. ‘Don’t worry about it. God is love. Everything
will be okay.’ But the evidence all around us is that everything is not okay. A third option is to be
faithful to Jesus, which is how our belief translates into action. Our task is not to decide who is in
or out; our calling is to be salt, to be light, to be people transformed by love who then so love God
and one another. ‘By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another’ (John 13.35).
A Prayer
Eternal God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we have come face-to-face with the Living Lord Jesus.
He has come to us, given his life for us, has been raised to eternal life, intercedes for us, and has
promised to return. We want to be faithful to Jesus and ‘work out our salvation with fear and
trembling’ (Philippians 2.12), so empower us with your Spirit as we seek to love, proclaim the
truth of Jesus, and grow into the likeness of your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Emmanuel Church Text for 2018
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave
again to fear, but you received the spirit of sonship.
And by him we cry ‘Abba Father.’

Romans 8:15
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