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Looking Inwards (15 mins) 
Caring For Each Other  
 

Reflecting on your life at the moment, is there  

anything you would like to share with other                         

members of your home group which you feel is 

appropriate (this is an opportunity to share, not 

something you have to do, however: ‘It’s the 

sharing that enables the caring!’) for:    

 

 Thanksgiving? 
   

Prayer? 
 

Encouragement? 
 

Support in any way?  

Looking Outwards (15 mins) 
Concern For Others  
 

Is there anything concerning someone in your: 

family; circle of friends; neighbours; or church,  

which you would like to share (please be careful 

not to pass on anything that is confidential or 

which you think the person/people concerned 

would not wish to be shared) for:     
   

Thanksgiving? 
   

Prayer? 
 

Encouragement? 
 

Support in any way?  
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Welcome (10 mins) 
Ice Breaker  
 

Are you more likely to confront and tackle a tricky             

relational problem or do you ignore it and hope it will 

resolve itself? 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN  
ON THIS WORKSHEET IN PREPARATION  

BEFORE THE MEETING!   
 

Don’t forget to take your Bible to Home Group                    

with you, along with any previous notes and  

other resources which might be helpful. 

 

Looking Upwards (10 mins) 
Worship  
 

In your time of worship, you may want to sing Songs 

of Praise; listen to a Worship CD, as well as using 

Meditations; Bible Readings; Prayers ...  

Listening To Jesus On …  
HG93: Conflict 

 

Matthew 18:15-19 
 

Home Group Study Notes 
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3: What kind of offence do you think would lead a church asking someone to 

leave?  

Looking Upwards (40 mins) 
Bible Study 
 

Read the text for this study, and any references given,  

then answer the following questions. You may find it 

helpful to listen to the sermon and/or read through the 

sermon notes as you do so. Discuss some, or all, your 

answers with your Home Group and, remember, these 

questions are only a guide to start your discussions. 

1: Without naming names are you able to share any experiences when you have 

fallen out with someone in the church fellowship. How did you deal with the 

matter, was it resolved and what did you learn? 

 

2: What do you think of high profile cases involving Christians in legal cases as 

reported in the media, e.g. not allowed to wear crosses at work etc. Discuss your 

views and what you would do in these types of situation. 
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There are voices in our head placed there by childhood wounds, by disapproving parents, by stories 

of an angry vengeful God, by life’s disappointments and any of these things can tell us that we are 

not good enough, we don't measure up and that God is watching and its only a matter of time               

before he too decides we are not good enough, if he hasn't done so already. Well don't tell Jesus 

that, because He crossed the universe, and went to hell and back for you and me, and he put down 

roots and made his home in us and we are good enough because the Father Son and Holy Spirit 

lives in us. But we struggle with the whole concept of a God who loves us for ourselves, don’t we 

have to keep doing  something, he cant simply love us for ourselves, or does he because that’s just 

the way he is? God created us to live in relationship with Him, we are made in his image and there 

is something of Himself in each of us and when he looks at us He sees that and when we put our 

trust in a Saviour who loved us so much that he died for us then we are free from the guilt and the 

fear and that terrifying, accusing, lying voice that whispers in our ear that tells us, “You are not 

good enough, you are not doing enough.”   

 

That voice tells us that there are conditions on God’s unconditional love, that his all sufficient 

Grace was not sufficient in our case, that what Jesus did on the cross was not enough, it’s in fact 

telling us that God is a hard task master and he is very hard to please. You need to steer clear of 

that God and choose Jesus’ God every time, and the one he shows us in the Prodigal Son.  CS 

Lewis said “God who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order 

that he may love and perfect them” In one of Freddie Mercury’s last songs he asked this question 

“Does anybody know what we are living for?”  He was a massive celebrity with millions of fans, 

he was rich with a huge fortune yet before his death in 1991 he admitted that he was desperately 

lonely. He said this, “You can have everything in the world and still be the loneliest man, and that 

is the most bitter type of loneliness. Success has brought me world idolisation and millions of 

pounds, but it prevented me from having the one thing we all need - a loving ongoing relation-

ship.” 

 

Conclusion 
We were created for relationship but the only relationship that is completely loving and ongoing is 

one with God our Father and without that we will always be searching for someone or something 

to fill the deep sense of longing and need in us. We will be filled with a deep sense of loneliness 

that nothing in this world can fill or take away. It is only when we find the Father through Jesus 

Christ that life becomes truly meaningful and we discover why we are here, what we are living for 

and the relationship he shares with His Son and Holy Spirit shows us how to relate in love to those 

we live among. 



- 6 - 

Didn’t Matthew became one of Jesus’ disciples, and wasn't Zacchaeus who was hated by the                  

people that he cheated out of money when he collected their taxes, loved by Jesus? Jesus longed 

for the people of Jerusalem who rejected him to turn to him, he loved his disciples even when they 

abandoned him at the Garden of Gethsemene and he redeemed Peter and made him head of his 

church even after he denied him, and as for the people who shouted against him and watched as 

they tortured and crucified him, well he forgave them, (freely, and without them even saying 

sorry! ) Forgiveness always comes with a cost. Even if the obstinate person is like a pagan or a tax 

collector you can still win him over by loving him, just as Jesus does. Jesus never abandons anyone 

and he doesn't want us to either, the love of Jesus can reach even the hardest heart, no one in his 

eyes is hopeless.   

 

Jesus goes on to talk about loosing and binding which is a difficult saying and one that we perhaps 

take out of context at times. This is not about us having the power and authority to forgive sins or 

to settle things for all eternity but it refers to the decisions that we make concerning conflicts and 

impresses upon us the necessity to make the right decisions based on scripture and the character of 

God. Decisions we make, especially those involving asking someone to leave our fellowship must 

be made based wholly and lovingly on God’s guidance, character and Word. We have a real                   

responsibility to maintain good relationships, because those we have with our fellow Christians 

will last for all time into eternity so we must make every effort with them and get them right. 

 

Praying in Harmony With Others 
V 19  seems to suggest that when two people come together, make a common decision on some-

thing, and then go on to pray in line with what’s been agreed that God will answer our prayer in 

line with what’s been agreed but we know from common experience that this just is not the case. 

We have as a church prayed for many seriously ill people and in agreement asked God to heal, 

only to be disappointed when our friends have died. What this scripture is suggesting is more a 

case of  two Christians coming together; one says what is on his heart, and what he believes God 

wants him to pray for, and the other saying that he agrees, because that is what God is also saying 

to him, they are in harmony with one another, and its at those times that we can we can expect God 

to work. We still always have to bear in mind that if we are trusting in God then the answer that He 

gives is the very best answer in the circumstances. Most of our prayers are ones asking for help, 

usually for ourselves or loved ones, we pray for escape from trials, sickness, disappointments and 

hurts but God does not always want us to escape, he wants us to triumph and be victorious. He 

wants us to accept what we cant understand and to face all things because he is alongside us. We 

need only think of the prayer Jesus prayed in Gethsemene when he asked to be delivered from the 

suffering ahead of him, he was offered no escape route but he was given the power to meet the 

suffering head on and conquer death. 

 

Matthew reminds us with the amazing and joyous news that even where 2 or 3 are gathered in the 

name of Jesus, he is right there in the midst of them. Jesus is not a slave to numbers, he is not 

counting the congregation on a Sunday morning, he is as happy between 2 friends meeting to pray 

as he is in the great mass meetings, wherever we meet if our hearts are open and turned towards 

him he is right there with us. 

 

Inner Conflict 
There is another conflict that goes in in our lives that can affect us all at times and that conflict is 

not just with others but with God Himself. The conflict that occurs when we are taunted by 

thoughts that we are out of favour with the Lord and makes us believe we are not loved, not good 

enough, that we have offended Him and that there is no way to resolve things other than by trying 

to please him somehow.  
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Is there anything you most want to put into practice as 

a result of this study? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4: What do you think Jesus would do in the situation? 

 

 

  

5: How we view other people and how we respond to hurts will be affected by 

how we view God and how we feel he responds to us. Be honest, for you, what is 

God’s overriding character? 

6: Have you ever considered the Trinity as a model for your relationships. Can 

you see how this everlasting relationship abounding in love, experiencing only 

love and knowing only how to love, could want you to know that you also are 

completely  loved? 
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The Perfect Relationship 
In Jn 1, John makes a staggering statement, he says this -“In the beginning was the Word and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.” In these two 

sentences John reveals to us that in the very beginning there was relationship, from before the     

beginning of time, God was in a relationship, He was not alone, He is not, and never has been, on 

His own or solitary, because our God is a relational God. The idea of one or more gods being 

around may not have been so revolutionary at a time when the ancient world was awash with gods 

and goddesses, but the Word of God, who was “with God” suggests intimacy and personal rela-

tionship.  

 

Jn 1:18 says “No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, 

has made him known.”  This suggests a deep intimate bond of love, friendship and affection, there 

is nothing cold or impersonal about this statement, it’s full of mutual respect, they were together 

side by side delighting in each other. However,  they are not alone, there is someone else in this 

relationship who makes a first appearance at creation. Genesis 1:1-2 “In the beginning God created 

the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and void, and the darkness was over the surface 

of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.” Three’s a crowd it is 

sometimes said, take 3 children playing in the playground and often you will see that one gets left 

out and the other two go off, the threesome is fluid and the combination of  two and one is always 

changing but seldom does three work in children's friendships….or even in adult friendships. Not 

so the ultimate threesome, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They show us how to be in relationship. 

Three Persons in One, utterly together and in union yet never so entangled that they lose them-

selves.  

 
Made for Relationship 
Remembering that we are made in the image of God we see that we are made in the image, not of a 

solitary Person, but One who lives in harmonious relationship and it therefore makes sense that we 

have been programmed for relationship too, we crave relationship not only with this God but with 

the people we live among. We are made for relationship, and sometimes those relationships are 

sweet and loving and affirming and at others they are hurtful, difficult and destructive. Our deepest 

joys and our deepest pains are often relational and it is in those times of conflict within our rela-

tionships that our scripture addresses, however its not as straightforward as it looks because if you 

read it critically it doesn't totally sound like Jesus actually speaking, instead it may well refer back 

to some of Jesus teaching but which was later adapted and developed by the church to deal with 

matters of discipline. It has a ring of rules and regulations to it and seems light on love and forgive-

ness.   

 

 

Listening To Jesus On …  
HG93: Conflict 

 

Matthew 18:15-19 
 

Home Group Sermon Notes 
 

11th May 2014 - Pauline Woolnough 
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For example, why would Jesus have told his disciples to take matters to the church when the 

church didn’t yet exist, and the church here sounds like one that is fully established and organised 

with rules and regulations, and V 17 urges us to treat anyone who won't  listen to the church as a 

pagan or a tax collector, but surely these were the very people that Jesus befriended, the sinners 

and the tax collectors. He always reached out to these groups of people with love and sympathy.  

 

When Conflict Occurs 
So what is behind these instructions, what is the essence of Jesus’ teaching?  Jesus wants us to take 

our relationships with one another very seriously. He wants us to live in relationship with one             

another, just as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit live in loving, affirming relationship, in fact our 

relationship model should be the Trinity which if you think too much about you will never get your 

head around yet makes so much sense of everything, because it speaks totally about love and about 

relationship, relationship with others and with God. So when difficulties arise and conflict occurs, 

and when someone does something against us that fractures the relationship we need to do every-

thing we can to make things right, even if it means somehow getting the other person to admit that 

he or she has wronged or upset us. Not something we are completely at home with or indeed good 

at but here we are told we must make every attempt to make things right between the two of us 

again because relationship is important. What we in fact tend to do is take offence and then go on 

the offensive and instead of sharing our concern or grievance with the other person who has               

offended us, we share the problem with others, we spread it around. In fact we gossip and call it 

sharing, and a matter that could have been contained and dealt with swiftly.. grows.  

 

Opinions are sought, we look for other people to agree with us that we have been unjustly 

wronged, sides are taken and more damage is done. Jesus warns us against this by instructing us to 

settle the matter, don’t delay, don't brood or sulk, don’t leave the situation to fester, deal with it 

through a private meeting. Don't text, don't email, don't phone or write a letter - meet with the               

person face to face.  

 

Try, Try and Try Again 
If that fails to resolve the matter we are to try again and this time take a wise and mature Christian 

with us, not with a view to gang up against the other person or see it as a way to prove that the 

person is guilty of committing an offence, rather its a way of creating a new environment and              

atmosphere where hopefully the matter can be fully discussed, misunderstandings sorted, prayer 

can take place and reconciliation occur.  The aim is not to assign blame rather it’s to make sure that 

the person knows that we want to resolve the conflict, and to let him or her know how much their 

friendship means to us. If he or she is obstinate and still wont listen and make up, then there is one 

last step we can take, we can take it to the church, preferably to someone in a pastoral or leadership 

role. It’s not advocating going down legal routes or trying to settle a matter by law. The advice is 

to keep the situation in house, even if the matter is serious, because the assumption is that the 

church judges everything in love and not by legal rules and regulations. 

 

The attitude of Christ 
Up to now the advice has been reconciliatory the attitude has been loving but Matthew now says 

something that is hard to imagine Jesus saying. He says that if the person won't  listen after all 

attempts have been made to resolve the matter, then the person is to be treated as a lost cause, give 

up on him, throw him out of the fellowship, he is no better than a pagan or a tax collector. Love 

seems to go out the window, it suddenly grows cold and dies, but is that what Jesus is saying? How 

did Jesus treat pagans, how did he treat tax collectors, what was Jesus’ attitude to sinners, how did 

he view those who hurt him, who rejected him, who abandoned him, who crucified him?  Jesus in 

fact befriended the Gentile and the tax collector and wasn't Matthew, like Zacchaeus a Jewish tax 

collector?  


