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The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading, has been nominated by Her Majesty
the Queen as Bishop of Chelmsford in succession to The Right Reverend John Gladwin. He will
be the tenth Bishop of Chelmsford.

Bishop Stephen Cottrell said: “I was born and brought up in Essex, and it is still the place |
think of as home. Now | have been invited to return to this large, diverse and richly varied
diocese to serve as your bishop. It is an immense privilege.

“What sustains me in ministry is the joy and beauty of the gospel. | want us to be a church
that is gospel centred, servant hearted and mission focused. | am hungry for us to be a church
that connects with every person and every community.”

“I am excited by the prospect of getting to know and working alongside the parishes and
communities of East London and Essex that make up this great diocese. | look forward to
working with new colleagues and making new friends. Building upon the work of those who
have gone before us in the faith, together we can do something beautiful for God in the
communities we have been called to serve.

“For me coming to Essex and East London feels like coming home. However this is not the end
of the journey. We must set our sights on the glory of God and on his son Jesus Christ and on
the needs of the world - this is the path we will travel together.”

The Bishop of Bradwell, Rt Revd Dr Laurie Green, added: “We are delighted that Bishop
Stephen Cottrell is to become the new Diocesan Bishop of Chelmsford. Bishop Stephen is an
exceptional man, whose abiding concern is that we all catch that glimpse of the wonder of
God which can change our lives.

“He is man of prayer who has a shrewd eye for the important issues of the day. His books are
always challenging and delightful, and he will bring new insights about how we should
respond to God’s love and justice amidst the world’s challenges. He is family man of great
warmth and charm, and we look forward to learning from him and working with him here in
Essex and East London.”



